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Sociology 923: Social Stratification
Mondays, 2:10 to 4:40 PM, 6322 Sewell
Office hours: Tuesday 2:30-3:30 or by appointment

Instructor

Eric Grodsky
egrodsky@ssc.wisc.edu

4454 Sewell Social Science Building

Course Description

This course is a graduate level seminar on social stratification. This is a difficult field to
bound as it incorporates several subfields, including the study of gender, race/ethnicity,
sociology of education and much of social demography. There’s a lot to cover. As a graduate
seminar, this class relies heavily on your participation. I will seldom lecture, and when | do my
lectures will be brief and most likely methodological in nature (enough information to get you
through the readings). The substantive work of this course falls to you. | expect you to complete
all of the readings on time, submit summaries in a timely fashion (described below), and attend
every class unless you are SERIOUSLY ill or have some other very legitimate reason for not
attending (religious, family emergency, etc.). You will take turns leading our discussions.
Course format

We will meet for 2 hours and 20 minutes each week, with a five-minute break somewhere
in there. In addition to completing ALL of the readings that are required (denoted by a *), each
of you will complete one or two article summaries most weeks. You will upload your summaries
to the drop box on the course web page by 8:00 AM Friday each week. This will give your
classmates time to review your summaries before we meet. We will divide up readings for class
a week ahead of time.

Each week, two students will co-lead our discussion. This means that each of you will co-
lead our discussion three times over the course of the semester. As leaders, your job will be to
send out a series of discussion questions by 8:00 AM Monday that will guide our review of key
concepts and controversies in the week’s reading. Discussion questions should help us talk about
the key points of the readings. They should be open-ended and thoughtful. Questions like “How
did Coleman define social capital?” are neither and you should avoid them. On the other hand,
questions like “How does Coleman’s notion of social capital inform or constrain our
understanding of social inequalities in educational attainment?” may provoke some interesting
discussion.

Prerequisites

Although there are no explicit requirements for this class other than graduate standing, students
unfamiliar with multiple regression (e.g., SOC 361) will find some of the readings tough going. |
believe you will understand the main points of such articles, but you will not be able to engage
critically with such work to the level of students who have taken coursework in intermediate and
advanced quantitative methods. At the end of the syllabus I include some statistical references
that may be particularly useful to those of you with less familiarity with quantitative methods.



mailto:egrodsky@ssc.wisc.edu
https://uwmad.courses.wisconsin.edu/d2l/home/3185379
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Evaluation

You grade for this class will be calculated as follows:
General participation: 10%

Leading discussion: 10%

Avrticle summaries: 15%

Term paper: 65%

Participation
I will grade your participation as follows:
0 Didn’t show up

1 Showed up and said little or nothing
2 Nominal participation (a few comments)
3 Active participation

| Leading discussion |
The discussion portion of your grade will be based on the quality of the questions you send to the
rest of us in advance of class and your ability to facilitate a productive exchange of ideas in class.

| Article summaries |
The literature in the social stratification is expansive. In order to make the task of reviewing that
literature more manageable, each of you will summarize an article or two each week for the rest
of the class. Your summary should be concise (no more than a page or two if possible) but
thorough enough to give the reader a good sense of the article or chapter you summarized. I will
grade article summaries on a 0 to 3 scale.

0 Summaries not received

1 Summaries are misleading or overly vague

2 Summaries cover the main points but with an inadequate level of detail

3 Detailed summaries of main points. Summaries include each of the following (if

appropriate): hypotheses, data, methods, findings, discussion

I will deduct one point from each summary for each day late.

Term paper |
If you have data available to you, I strongly encourage you to use this course as an
opportunity to produce an initial draft of a publishable article. I use the term “data’ inclusively to
refer to quantitative data from surveys or administrative records, qualitative data from interviews
or observations, archival data or any other empirical artifacts of social phenomena relevant to the
social stratification. My only requirement is that the paper engage in dialogue with other work in

the subfield.

Alternatively, you may choose to write a review of some aspect of social stratification
suitable for publication as an annual review piece in sociology (Annual Review of Sociology). If
you choose to write such a paper | will expect your treatment of your topic to be as thorough as a
review published in that venue.

Finally, you may choose instead to write a project proposal. This will take the form of the
project description piece of an NSF-style research proposal. Here’s some text to guide you (from
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/nsf13_1.pdf) :

“The Project Description should provide a clear statement of the work to be undertaken
and must include: objectives for the period of the proposed work and expected significance;
relation to longer-term goals of the PI's project; and relation to the present state of knowledge in
the field, to work in progress by the P1 under other support and to work in progress elsewhere.



http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/nsf13_1.pdf
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The Project Description should outline the general plan of work, including the broad
design of activities to be undertaken, and, where appropriate, provide a clear description of
experimental methods and procedures. Proposers should address what they want to do, why they
want to do it, how they plan to do it, how they will know if they succeed, and what benefits
could accrue if the project is successful. The project activities may be based on previously
established and/or innovative methods and approaches, but in either case must be well justified.
These issues apply to both the technical aspects of the proposal and the way in which the project
may make broader contributions.

The Project Description must contain, as a separate section within the narrative, a
discussion of the broader impacts of the proposed activities. Broader impacts may be
accomplished through the research itself, through the activities that are directly related to specific
research projects, or through activities that are supported by, but are complementary to the
project. NSF values the advancement of scientific knowledge and activities that contribute to the
achievement of societally relevant outcomes.”

A successful proposal will situate a proposed project in the extant research literature (6-
10 pages), motivate the project by arguing for the need for this important work to fill a
consequential hole in our understanding of the topic (2-4 pages) and describe in detail the work
to be undertaken (10-15 pages).

Whichever of these three styles of paper you choose to write, your paper should not
exceed 30 pages in length (double-spaced, 12 point font, 1 inch margins). Shorter is better, but if
you are under about 20 pages you probably haven’t said enough.

Deadlines for the term paper are as follows:

March 14: brief statement of topic (1-3 paragraphs)

March 28: Revised topic statement (if necessary) and key cites

May 13: Paper due
Accommodations
If you have a disability that requires accommodation, please let me know by the end of the
second week of class. The McBurney Disability Resource Center (263-2741) provides resources
for students with disabilities. You will need to provide documentation of disability to them in
order to receive official university services and accommodations.
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Course calendar

*=required reading [except for the first 2 meetings]

January 25: What is Social Stratification? *READ ALL

Kearney, Melissa Schettini. 2014. "Testimony before the Joint Economic Committee."”

Duncan, Otis Dudley. 1968. “Social Stratification and Mobility.” Pp. 675-719 in Indicators of
Social Change: Concepts and Measurement, edited by E. H. B. Sheldon and W. E. Moore. New
York: Russell Sage Foundation. [Start on 680]

Ryder, Norman B. 1965. "The Cohort as a Concept in the Study of Social Change.” American
Sociological Review 30:843-861.

Kingsley Davis & Wilbert E. Moore. Some Principles of Stratification. (GR: 28-30)
Melvin M. Tumin. Some Principles of Stratification: A Critical Analysis. (GR: 31-38)

Claude S. Fischer, Michael Hout, Martin Sanchez Jankowski, Samuel R. Lucas, Ann Swidler, &
Kim Voss. Inequality by Design. (GR: 39-42)

Hout, Michael. 2015. "A Summary of What We Know about Social Mobility.” The ANNALS of
the American Academy of Political and Social Science 657:27-36.
http://ann.sagepub.com/content/657/1/27.abstract

February 1: Theories of inequality * READ ALL

Marxian

Karl Marx (GR: 127-161)

Alienation and Social Classes (GR)

Classes in Capitalism and Pre-Capitalism (GR)
Ideology and Class (GR)

Ralf Dahrendorf: Class and Class Conflict in Industrial Society (GR 143)
Erik Olin Wright: A General Framework for the Analysis of Class Structure (GR 149)

Weberian

Max Weber (GR: 165-216)

Class, Status, Party (GR)

Status Groups and Classes (GR)
Open and Closed Relationships (GR)

Anthony Giddens: The Class Structure of the Advanced Societies (GR 183)
Frank Parkin: Marxism and Class Theory: A Bourgeois Critique (GR 193)


http://www.brookings.edu/%7E/media/research/files/testimony/2014/01/16-income-inequality-in-united-states-kearney/16-income-inequality-in-america-kearney.pdf
https://lcp.library.wisc.edu/viewer/show/48342
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2090964
http://ann.sagepub.com/content/657/1/27.abstract
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Tak Wing Chan & John H. Goldthorpe: Is There a Status Order in Contemporary British
Society? (GR 202)

February 8: Class and occupation

* Emile Durkheim: The Division of Labor in Society (GR 217)
* Kim Weeden & David B. Grusky: The Three Worlds of Inequality (GR 222)

Debates
Grusky, David B. and Jesper B. Sgrensen. 1998. "Can Class Analysis Be Salvaged?" American
Journal of Sociology 103:1187-1234.

* Grusky, David B. and Kim A. Weeden. 2008. "Are There Social Classes? A Framework for
Testing Sociology's Favorite Concept.” Pp. 65-89 in Social Class: How Does It Work?, edited by
A. Lareau and D. Conley. New York: Russell Sage Foundation.

Measuring occupational status
* 24. Donald J. Treiman, Occupational Prestige in Comparative Perspective (GR: 233-236)

* 25. John H. Goldthorpe & Keith Hope Occupational Grading and Occupational Prestige (GR:
237-243)

Duncan, Otis Dudley. 1961. "A Socioeconomic Index for All Occupations.” Pp. 109-138 in
Occupations and Social Status, edited by A. J. Reiss Jr. New York: The Free Press.

* 26. David L. Featherman & Robert M. Hauser, Prestige or Socioeconomic Scales in the Study
of Occupational Achievement? (GR: 244-245)

Hodge, Robert W. 1981. "The measurement of occupational status." Social Science Research
10:396-415. http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0049089X81900120

Hodge, Robert W., Paul M. Siegel, and Peter H. Rossi. 1964. "Occupational Prestige in the
United States, 1925-63." American Journal of Sociology 70:286-302.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2775067

Nakao, Keiko and Judith Treas. 1994. "Updating Occupational Prestige and Socioeconomic
Scores: How the New Measures Measure up."” Sociological Methodology 24:1-72.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/270978

Erikson, Robert and John H. Goldthorpe. 1993. Pp. 28-47 in The Constant Flux: A Study of
Class Mobility in Industrial Societies. Oxford: Clarendon Press. [note page numbers]

Xueguang Zhou. 2005. "The Institutional Logic of Occupational Prestige Ranking:
Reconceptualization and Reanalyses.” American Journal of Sociology 111:90-140.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/428687



http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/231351
https://lcp.library.wisc.edu/viewer/show/48342
https://lcp.library.wisc.edu/viewer/show/48342
https://lcp.library.wisc.edu/viewer/show/48342
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0049089X81900120
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2775067
http://www.jstor.org/stable/270978
https://lcp.library.wisc.edu/viewer/show/48342
https://lcp.library.wisc.edu/viewer/show/48342
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/428687
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* 27. Robert M. Hauser & John Robert Warren, Socioeconomic Indexes for Occupations: A
Review, Update, and Critique (GR: 246-250)

Jencks, Christopher, Lauri Perman, and Lee Rainwater. 1988. "What is a Good job? A New
Measure of Labor-Market Success.” American Journal of Sociology 93:1322-1357.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2780816

Occupations as a site of inequality
Zhou, Xueguang. 1993. "Occupational Power, State Capacities and the Diffusion of Licensing in
the American States.” American Sociological Review 58.

* Kim A. Weeden. 2002. "Why Do Some Occupations Pay More than Others? Social Closure
and Earnings Inequality in the United States." American Journal of Sociology 108:55-101.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/344121

* Xie, Yu, Alexandra Killewald, and Christopher Near. 2016. "Between- and Within-Occupation
Inequality: The Case of High-Status Professions.” The ANNALS of the American Academy of
Political and Social Science 663:53-79. http://ann.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/663/1/53

Grodsky, Eric and Devah Pager. 2001. "The Structure of Disadvantage: Individual and
Occupational Determinants of the Black-White Wage Gap." American Sociological Review
66:542-567. http://www.]jstor.org/stable/3088922

Dwyer, Rachel E. 2013. "The Care Economy? Gender, Economic Restructuring, and Job
Polarization in the U.S. Labor Market." American Sociological Review 78:390-416.
http://asr.sagepub.com/content/78/3/390.abstract

Mouw, Ted and Arne L. Kalleberg. 2010. "Occupations and the Structure of Wage Inequality in
the United States, 1980s to 2000s." American Sociological Review 75:402-431.
http://asr.sagepub.com/content/75/3/402.abstract

February 15: Occupational mobility and status attainment

* Duncan, Otis Dudley. 1966. "Methodological Issues in the Analysis of Social Mobility." Pp.
51-97 in Social Structure and Mobility in Economic Development, edited by N. Smelser and S.
M. Lipset. Chicago: Aldine Publishing Company.

Sgrensen, Aage Battger. 1975. "Models of Social Mobility." Social Science Research 4:65-92.
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0049089X75900198

Song, Xi and Robert D. Mare. 2015. "Prospective Versus Retrospective Approaches to the Study
of Intergenerational Social Mobility." Sociological Methods & Research 44:555-584.
http://smr.sagepub.com/content/44/4/555.abstract



http://www.jstor.org/stable/2780816
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2096075
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2096075
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/344121
http://ann.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/663/1/53
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3088922
http://asr.sagepub.com/content/78/3/390.abstract
http://asr.sagepub.com/content/75/3/402.abstract
https://lcp.library.wisc.edu/viewer/show/48342
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0049089X75900198
http://smr.sagepub.com/content/44/4/555.abstract

Page 7 of 38

* Goodman, Leo A. 1965. "On the Statistical Analysis of Mobility Tables." American Journal of
Sociology 70:564-585. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2774977 [NOTE: Do not get hung up trying
to understand all the math for class.]

52. David L. Featherman & Robert M. Hauser. A Refined Model of Occupational Mobility
(GR:426-436)

Hout, Michael. 1984. "Status, Autonomy, and Training in Occupational Mobility." American
Journal of Sociology 89:1379-1409. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2779187

Sobel, Michael E., Michael Hout, and Otis Dudley Duncan. 1985. "Exchange, Structure, and
Symmetry in Occupational Mobility.” American Journal of Sociology 91:359-372.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2779763

* Hout, Michael. 1988. "More Universalism, Less Structural Mobility: The American
Occupational Structure in the 1980s." American Journal of Sociology 93:1358-1400.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2780817

55. Jan O. Jonsson, David B. Grusky, Matthew Di Carlo, & Reinhard Pollak. It’s a Decent Bet
That Our Children Will Be Professors Too (GR: 480-500)

* Mitnik, Pablo A., Erin Cumberworth, and David B. Grusky. 2016. "Social Mobility in a High-
Inequality Regime."” The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science
663:140-184. http://ann.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/663/1/140

Pfeffer, Fabian T. and Florian R. Hertel. 2015. "How Has Educational Expansion Shaped Social
Mobility Trends in the United States?" Social Forces 94:143-180. https://muse-jhu-
edu.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/journals/social_forces/v094/94.1.pfeffer.pdf

* Mazumder, Bhashkar and Miguel Acosta. 2015. "Using Occupation to Measure
Intergenerational Mobility." The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social
Science 657:174-193. http://ann.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/657/1/174

Comparative models of occupational mobility

Treiman, Donald J. 1970. "Industrialization and Social Stratification.” Sociological Inquiry
40:207-234. http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/].1475-682X.1970.tb01009.x

* 53. Robert Erikson & John H. Goldthorpe. Trends in Class Mobility: The Post-War European
Experience (GR: 453-463)

54. Richard Breen. Social Mobility in Europe (GR: 464-479)
Featherman, David L., F. Lancaster Jones, and Robert M. Hauser. 1975. "Assumptions of Social

Mobility Research in the U.S.: The Case of Occupational Status." Social Science Research
4:329-360. http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0049089X75900022



http://www.jstor.org/stable/2774977
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2779187
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2779763
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2780817
http://ann.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/663/1/140
https://muse-jhu-edu.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/journals/social_forces/v094/94.1.pfeffer.pdf
https://muse-jhu-edu.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/journals/social_forces/v094/94.1.pfeffer.pdf
http://ann.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/657/1/174
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1475-682X.1970.tb01009.x
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0049089X75900022
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Grusky, David B. and Robert M. Hauser. 1984. "Comparative Social Mobility Revisited: Models
of Convergence and Divergence in 16 Countries." American Sociological Review 49:19-38.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2095555

Kurz, Karin and Walter Miiller. 1987. "Class Mobility in the Industrial World." Annual Review
of Sociology 13:417-442. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2083255

Hout, Michael and Robert M. Hauser. 1992. "Symmetry and hierarchy in social mobility: a
methodological analysis of the CASMIN model of class mobility.” European Sociological
Review 8:239-266. http://esr.oxfordjournals.org/content/8/3/239.abstract

Long, Jason and Joseph Ferrie. 2013. "Intergenerational Occupational Mobility in Great Britain
and the United States since 1850." American Economic Review 103:1109-37.
www.aeaweb.org/articles.php?doi=10.1257/aer.103.4.1109

Esping-Andersen, Gosta and Sander Wagner. 2012. "Asymmetries in the opportunity structure.
Intergenerational mobility trends in Europe.” Research in Social Stratification and Mobility
30:473-487. http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0276562412000273

Classic Models of Status Attainment
* 58. Peter M. Blau & Otis Dudley Duncan, with the collaboration of Andrea Tyree. The Process
of Stratification (GR: 506-516)

59. Christopher Jencks, Marshall Smith, Henry Acland, Mary Jo Bane, David Cohen, Herbert
Gintis, Barbara Heyns, & Stephan Michelson. Inequality: A Reassessment of the Effect of
Family and Schooling in America (GR: 517-523)

Social Psychological Models
*67. William H. Sewell, Archibald O. Haller, & Alejandro Portes. The Educational and Early
Occupational Attainment Process. (GR: 596-607)

Sewell, William H., Archibald O. Haller, and George W. Ohlendorf. 1970. "The Educational and
Early Occupational Status Attainment Process: Replication and Revision.” American
Sociological Review 35:1014-1027. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2093379

Jencks, Christopher, James Crouse, and Peter Mueser. 1983. "The Wisconsin Model of Status
Attainment: A National Replication with Improved Measures of Ability and Aspiration."
Sociology of Education 56:3-19. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2112300

Variation across groups
Duncan, Beverly and Otis Dudley Duncan. 1968. "Minorities and the Process of Stratification."”
American Sociological Review 33:356-364. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2091911

Tienda, Marta. 1982. "Sex, Ethnicity and Chicano Status Attainment." International Migration
Review 16:435-473. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2545106



http://www.jstor.org/stable/2095555
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2083255
http://esr.oxfordjournals.org/content/8/3/239.abstract
http://www.aeaweb.org/articles.php?doi=10.1257/aer.103.4.1109
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0276562412000273
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2093379
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2112300
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2091911
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2545106
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Sewell, William H., Robert M. Hauser, and Wendy C. Wolf. 1980. "Sex, Schooling, and
Occupational Status." American Journal of Sociology 86:551-583.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2778629ha

Conley, Dalton and Rebecca Glauber. 2008. "All in the family?: Family composition, resources,
and sibling similarity in socioeconomic status." Research in Social Stratification and Mobility
26:297-306. http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0276562408000292

Critiques
* Bielby, William T. 1981. "Models of Status Attainment.” Research in Social Stratification and

Mobility 1:3-26.

Kerckhoff, Alan C. 1976. "The Status Attainment Process: Socialization or Allocation?" Social
Forces 55:368-381. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2576228

Campbell, Richard T. 1983. "Status Attainment Research: End of the Beginning or Beginning of
the End?" Sociology of Education 56:47-62. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2112302

* 69. Stephen L. Morgan. A New Social Psychological Model of Educational Attainment (GR:
621-628)

Nielsen, Francois. 2006. "Achievement and Ascription in Educational Attainment: Genetic and
Environmental Influences on Adolescent Schooling.” Social Forces 85:193-216.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3844413

Multigenerational patterns of attainment
* Mare, Robert D. 2011. "A Multigenerational View of Inequality.” Demography 48:1-23.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s13524-011-0014-7

Solon, Gary.2015. "What Do We Know So Far about Multigenerational Mobility?" NBER
Working Paper Series (21053).

http://papers.nber.org/papers/W21053?utm campaign=ntw&utm medium=email&utm source=
ntw.

Warren, John Robert and Robert M. Hauser. 1997. "Social Stratification across Three
Generations: New Evidence from the Wisconsin Longitudinal Study." American Sociological
Review 62:561-572. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2657426

Jeeger, Mads Meier. 2012. "The Extended Family and Children’s Educational Success."
American Sociological Review 77:903-922. http://asr.sagepub.com/content/77/6/903.abstract

Chan, Tak Wing and Vikki Boliver. 2013. "The Grandparents Effect in Social Mobility:
Evidence from British Birth Cohort Studies." American Sociological Review 78:662-678.
http://asr.sagepub.com/content/78/4/662.abstract



http://www.jstor.org/stable/2778629ha
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0276562408000292
https://lcp.library.wisc.edu/viewer/show/48342
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2576228
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2112302
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3844413
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s13524-011-0014-7
http://papers.nber.org/papers/W21053?utm_campaign=ntw&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ntw
http://papers.nber.org/papers/W21053?utm_campaign=ntw&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ntw
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2657426
http://asr.sagepub.com/content/77/6/903.abstract
http://asr.sagepub.com/content/78/4/662.abstract
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Pfeffer, Fabian. 2014. "Multigenerational Approaches to Social Mobility: A Multifaceted
Research Agenda.” Research in Social Stratification and Mobility 35:1-12.
http://fabianpfeffer.com/wp-content/uploads/Pfeffer2014 Draft.pdf

Hallsten, Martin. 2014. "Inequality across Three and Four Generations in Egalitarian Sweden:
1st and 2nd Cousin Correlations in Socio-economic Outcomes.” Research in Social Stratification
and Mobility 35:19-33. http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0276562413000437

Lindahl, Mikael, Marten Palme, Sofia Sandgren Massih, and Anna Sjogren. 2015. "Long-Term
Intergenerational Persistence of Human Capital: An Empirical Analysis of Four Generations."
Journal of Human Resources 50:1-33. http://jhr.uwpress.org/content/50/1/1.abstract

| February 22: Income, wealth and skills

The distribution of income and wealth
* Emmanuel, Saez. 2015. “Striking it Richer: The Evolution of Top Incomes in the United States
(Updated with 2013 preliminary estimates).”

Western, Bruce, Deirdre Bloome, Benjamin Sosnaud, and Laura Tach. 2012. "Economic
Insecurity and Social Stratification.” Annual Review of Sociology 38:341-359.
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-soc-071811-145434

* McCall, Leslie and Christine Percheski. 2010. "Income Inequality: New Trends and Research
Directions.” Annual Review of Sociology 36:329-347.
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev.soc.012809.102541

Western, Bruce, Deirdre Bloome, and Christine Percheski. 2008. "Inequality among American
Families with Children, 1975 to 2005." American Sociological Review 73:903-920.
http://asr.sagepub.com/content/73/6/903.abstract

* Wolff, Edward N.2010. "Recent Trends in Household Wealth in the United States: Rising Debt
and the Middle-Class Squeeze - An Update to 2007." Levy Economics Institute Working Papers
Series (159). http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract _id=1585409.

Kennickell, Arthur B. 2009. "Ponds and Streams: Wealth and Income in the U.S., 1989 to 2007."
Washington, D.C. http://www.federalreserve.gov/pubs/feds/2009/200913/200913pap.pdf

The transmission of income and wealth
*56. Gary Solon. Intergenerational Income Mobility. (GR: 496-500)
Aaronson, Daniel and Bhashkar Mazumder. 2008. "Intergenerational Economic Mobility in the

United States, 1940 to 2000." Journal of Human Resources holl43:139-172.
http://jhr.uwpress.org/cgi/content/abstract/43/1/139



http://fabianpfeffer.com/wp-content/uploads/Pfeffer2014_Draft.pdf
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Social Background and College Orientation.” ANNALS of the American Academy of Political
and Social Science. 627:14-35.

Bodovski, Katerina and George Farkas. 2008. “”Concerted cultivation” and unequal achievement
in elementary school.” Social Science Research 37:903-919.

Lee, Elizabeth M. and Rory Kramer. 2013. “Out with the Old, In with the New? Habitus and
Social Mobility at Selective Colleges.” Sociology of Education 86:18-35.

March 14: Labor markets

! | assign this so you can get a flavor of Bourdieu’s style of presentation. The most relevant stuff is summarized in
DiMaggio (1979) and in Horvat (2001) so don’t work too hard untangling Bourdieu’s prose.
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http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X08000239
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X08000239
http://soe.sagepub.com/content/86/1/18.abstract
http://soe.sagepub.com/content/86/1/18.abstract
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P Brief statement of topic (1-3 paragraphs) due

Segmented labor markets
*70. Michael J. Piore. The Dual Labor Market: Theory and Implications (GR: 629-632)

Hodson, Randy and Robert L. Kaufman. 1982. "Economic Dualism: A Critical Review."
American Sociological Review 47:727-739. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2095209

Sakamoto, Arthur and Meichu D. Chen. 1991. "Inequality and Attainment in a Dual Labor
Market." American Sociological Review 56:295-308. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2096105

Job search and employment

*71. Aage B. Sgrensen & Arne L. Kalleberg. An Outline of a Theory of the Matching of Persons
to Jobs (GR: 632-640)

Mortensen, Dale T. 1988. "Matching: Finding a Partner for Life or Otherwise."” American
Journal of Sociology 94:S215-S240. http://www.]jstor.org/stable/2780247

* Logan, John A. 1996. "Opportunity and Choice in Socially Structured Labor Markets."
American Journal of Sociology 102:114-160. www.]jstor.org/stable/2782189

Guvenen, Fatih, Burhanettin Kuruscu, Satoshi Tanaka, and David Wiczer.2015.
"Multidimensional Skill Mismatch.” NBER Working Paper Series (21376).
http://papers.nber.org/papers/W21376?utm campaign=ntw&utm medium=email&utm source=
ntw.

Social ties and networks
* 74. Mark S. Granovetter. The Strength of Weak Ties (GR: 653-657)

Fernandez, Roberto M., Emilio J. Castilla, and Paul Moore. 2000. "Social Capital at Work:
Networks and Employment at a Phone Center.” American Journal of Sociology 105:1288-1356.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3003768

*76. Ronald S. Burt. Structural Holes (GR: 659-663)

77. Roberto M. Fernandez & Isabel Fernandez-Mateo Networks, Race, and Hiring. (GR: 663-
671)

Mouw, Ted. 2003. "Social Capital and Finding a Job: Do Contacts Matter?" American
Sociological Review 68:868-898. http://www.jstor.org/stable/1519749

Shwed, Uri and Alexandra Kalev. 2014. "Are Referrals More Productive or More Likeable?
Social Networks and the Evaluation of Merit." American Behavioral Scientist 58:288-308.
http://abs.sagepub.com/content/58/2/288.abstract
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http://papers.nber.org/papers/W21376?utm_campaign=ntw&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ntw
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3003768
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1519749
http://abs.sagepub.com/content/58/2/288.abstract
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Internal labor markets and careers
* Spilerman, Seymour. 1977. "Careers, Labor Market Structure, and Socioeconomic
Achievement." American Journal of Sociology 83:551-593. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2778145

Shelby, Stewman and Suresh L. Konda. 1983. "Careers and Organizational Labor Markets:
Demographic Models of Organizational Behavior." American Journal of Sociology 88:637-685.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2779480

Keyfitz, Nathan. 1973. "Individual Mobility in a Stationary Population.” Population Studies
27:335-352. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2173401

Sgrensen, Aage B. 1977. "The Structure of Inequality and the Process of Attainment.” American
Sociological Review 42:965-978. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2094580

Rosenfeld, Rachel A. 1992. "Job Mobility and Career Processes." Annual Review of Sociology
18:39-61. http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev.s0.18.080192.000351

Kahn, Lisa B. 2010. "The long-term labor market consequences of graduating from college in a
bad economy.” Labour Economics 17:303-316.
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0927537109001018

Baron, James N. and William T. Bielby. 1984. "The Organization of Work in a Segmented
Economy." American Sociological Review 49:454-473. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2095462

* Baron, James N. 1984. "Organizational Perspectives on Stratification.” Annual Review of
Sociology 10:37-69. http://www.]jstor.org/stable/2083167

Deskilling or skill biased technical change?
Form, William. 1987. "On the Degradation of Skills." Annual Review of Sociology 13:29-47.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2083238

Autor, David H., Frank Levy, and Richard J. Murnane. 2003. "The Skill Content of Recent
Technological Change: An Empirical Exploration.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics
118:1279-1333. http://gje.oxfordjournals.org/content/118/4/1279.abstract

Handel, Michael J. 2003. "Skills Mismatch in the Labor Market." Annual Review of Sociology
29:135-165. http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev.so0c.29.010202.100030

Lemieux, Thomas. 2008. "The Changing Nature of Wage Inequality." Journal of Population
Economics 21:21-48. http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00148-007-0169-0

*13. Yujia Liu & David B. Grusky. The Third Industrial Revolution (GR: 113-123)

Measuring skill demands
Spenner, Kenneth 1. 1990. "Skill: Meanings, Methods, and Measures.” Work and Occupations
17:399-421. http://wox.sagepub.com/content/17/4/399.abstract
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http://wox.sagepub.com/content/17/4/399.abstract

Page 21 of 38

Tippins, Nancy T. and Margaret L. Hilton. 2010. Pp. 21-48; 171-183 of A Database for a
Changing Economy: Review of the Occupational Information Network (O*NET), Edited by N. T.
Tippins and M. L. Hilton: The National Academies Press.

Unions

* Brady, David, Regina S. Baker, and Ryan Finnigan. 2013. "When Unionization Disappears:
State-Level Unionization and Working Poverty in the United States.” American Sociological
Review 78:872-896. http://asr.sagepub.com/content/78/5/872.abstract

Kim, ChangHwan and Arthur Sakamoto. 2010. "Assessing the Consequences of Declining
Unionization and Public-Sector Employment: A Density-Function Decomposition of Rising
Inequality From 1983 to 2005." Work and Occupations 37:119-161.
http://wox.sagepub.com/content/37/2/119.abstract

Western, Bruce and Jake Rosenfeld. 2011. "Unions, Norms, and the Rise in U.S. Wage
Inequality.” American Sociological Review 76:513-537.
http://asr.sagepub.com/content/76/4/513.abstract

Freeman, Richard, Eunice Han, David Madland, and Brendan V. Duke.2015. "How Does
Declining Unionism Affect the American Middle Class and Intergenerational Mobility?" NBER
Working Paper Series (21638).
http://papers.nber.org/papers/w21638?utm_campaign=ntw&utm_medium=email&utm_source=n
tw.

March 21: NO CLASS - SPRING BREAK

March 28: Gender

» Revised topic statement (if necessary) and key cites

Bianchi, Suzanne M. and Melissa A. Milkie. 2010. "Work and Family Research in the First
Decade of the 21st Century." Journal of Marriage and Family 72:705-725.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-3737.2010.00726.x

* 92. Arlie Russell Hochschild. The Time Bind: When Work Becomes Home and Home
Becomes Work (GR: 803-807)

* Blau, Francine D. and Lawrence M. Kahn. 2016. "The Gender Wage Gap: Extent, Trends, and
Explanations.” National Bureau of Economic Research Working Paper Series No. 21913.
http://www.nber.org/papers/w21913 [NOTE: Read only pages 1-9 are required]

Labor force attachment
* 93. Lisa Belkin. The Opt-Out Revolution (GR: 807-811)

*94. Christine Percheski. Opting Out? (GR: 811-819)
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Chetty, Raj, Nathaniel Hendren, Frina Lin, Jeremy Majerovitz, and Benjamin Scuderi. 2016.
"Childhood Environment and Gender Gaps in Adulthood.” National Bureau of Economic
Research Working Paper Series No. 21936. http://www.nber.org/papers/w21936

Discrimination

* 98. Barbara F. Reskin. Rethinking Employment Discrimination and Its Remedies (GR: 849-
858)

99. Trond Petersen. Discrimination: Conscious or Nonconscious? (GR: 858-864)

Sex Segregation
*100. William T. Bielby. The Structure and Process of Sex Segregation (GR: 865-875)

*102. Barbara F. Reskin. Labor Markets as Queues: A Structural Approach to Changing
Occupational Sex Composition (GR: 881-890)

103. Elizabeth H. Gorman & Julie A. Kmec. Glass Ceilings in Corporate Law Firms (GR: 890-
902)

*104. Maria Charles & David B. Grusky. Essentialism and Gender Inequality (GR: 902-911)
Mandel, Hadas. 2012. "Occupational mobility of American women: Compositional and

structural changes, 1980-2007." Research in Social Stratification and Mobility 30:5-16.
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0276562411000424

Mandel, Hadas. 2016. "The Role of Occupational Attributes in Gender Earnings Inequality,
1970-2010." Social Science Research 55:122-138.
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X15001696

Gender Gap in Wages
*105. Trond Petersen & Laurie A. Morgan. The Within-Job Gender Wage Gap (GR: 912-919)

*106. Paula England. Devaluation and the Pay of Comparable Male and Female Occupations
(GR:919-923)

107. Tony Tam. Why Do Female Occupations Pay Less? (GR: 924-928)
*108. Francine Blau. The Sources of the Gender Pay Gap (GR: 929-941)
Mandel, Hadas and Moshe Semyonov. 2014. "Gender Pay Gap and Employment Sector: Sources

of Earnings Disparities in the United States, 1970-2010." Demography 51:1597-1618.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s13524-014-0320-y
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Shauman, Kimberlee A. 2006. "Occupational Sex Segregation and the Earnings of Occupations:
What Causes the Link among College-Educated Workers?" Social Science Research 35:577-619.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/].ssresearch.2004.12.001

Bernhardt, Annette, Martina Morris, and Mark S. Handcock. 1995. "Women's Gains or Men's
Losses? A Closer Look at the Shrinking Gender Gap in Earnings." American Journal of
Sociology 101:302-328. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2782430

Mandel, Hadas. 2013. "Up the Down Staircase: Women's Upward Mobility and the Wage
Penalty for Occupational Feminization, 1970-2007." Social Forces 91:1183-1207.
http://sf.oxfordjournals.org/content/91/4/1183.abstract

Charles, Maria. 2011. "A World of Difference: International Trends in Women's Economic
Status." Annual Review of Sociology 37: 355-371
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev.soc.012809.102548

Gender and earnings within the family

Schwartz, Christine R. 2010. "Earnings Inequality and the Changing Association between
Spouses' Earnings.” American Journal of Sociology 115:1524-1557.
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/651373

Raley, Sara B., Marybeth J. Mattingly, and Suzanne M. Bianchi. 2006. "How Dual Are Dual-
Income Couples? Documenting Change From 1970 to 2001." Journal of Marriage and Family
68:11-28. http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/].1741-3737.2006.00230.x

Bertrand, Marianne, Jessica Pan, and Emir Kamenica.2013. "Earners' Gender Identity and
Relative Income within Households " NBER Working Paper Series
http://www.nber.org/papers/w19023.pdf?new_window=1.

A Stalling Out?
*111. Paula England. The Gender Revolution: Uneven and Stalled (GR: 955-965)

112. David Cotter, Joan M. Hermsen, & Reeve VVanneman. The Anti-Feminist Backlash and
Recent Trends in Gender Attitudes (GR: 965-973)

* Reskin, Barbara F. and Michelle L. Maroto. 2011. "What Trends? Whose Choices?: Comment
on England.” Gender & Society 25:81-87. http://gas.sagepub.com/cgi/content/short/25/1/81

*113. Cecilia Ridgeway. The Persistence of Gender Inequality (GR: 973-980)

Hellerstein, Judith K. and Melinda Sandler Morrill. 2011. "Dads and Daughters: The Changing
Impact of Fathers on Women’s Occupational Choices." Journal of Human Resources 46:333-
372. http://jhr.uwpress.org/content/46/2/333.abstract
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Beller, E. 2009. "Bringing Intergenerational Social Mobility Research into the Twenty-first
Century: Why Mothers Matter."” American Sociological Review 74:507-528.
http://asr.sagepub.com/content/74/4/507

Labor markets and earnings

Bridges, William P. and Robert L. Nelson. 1989. "Markets in Hierarchies: Organizational and
Market Influences on Gender Inequality in a State Pay System.” American Journal of Sociology
95:616-658. http://www.]stor.org/stable/2780550

Reskin, Barbara F. and Denise D. Bielby. 2005. "A Sociological Perspective on Gender and
Career Outcomes."” The Journal of Economic Perspectives 19(1):71-86.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1257/0895330053148010

Maternity
* 96. Shelley J. Correll, Stephen Benard, and In Paik. Getting a Job: Is There a Motherhood
Penalty? (GR: 831-842)

Budig, Michelle J. and Melissa J. Hodges. 2010. "Differences in Disadvantage: Variation in the
Motherhood Penalty across White Women’s Earnings Distribution.” American Sociological
Review 75:705-728. http://asr.sagepub.com/content/75/5/705.abstract

Kahn, Joan R., Javier Garcia-Manglano, and Suzanne M. Bianchi. 2014. "The Motherhood
Penalty at Midlife: Long-Term Effects of Children on Women's Careers." Journal of Marriage
and Family 76:56-72. http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/jomf.12086

Socialization

Niederle, Muriel.2014. "Gender." NBER Working Paper Series (20788).
http://papers.nber.org/papers/\W20788?utm campaign=ntw&utm medium=email&utm source=
ntw.

Baker, Michael and Kevin Milligan.2013. "Boy-Girl Differences in Parental Time Investments:
Evidence from Three Countries." NBER Working Paper Series (18893).
http://www.nber.org/papers/w18893.pdf.

Borghans, Lex, James J. Heckman, Bart H. H. Golsteyn, and Huub Meijers. 2009. "Gender
Differences in Risk Aversion and Ambiguity Aversion.” Journal of the European Economic
Association 7:649-658. http://dx.doi.org/10.1162/JEEA.2009.7.2-3.649

Buser, Thomas, Muriel Niederle, and Hessel Oosterbeek.2012. "Gender, Competitiveness and
Career Choices.” NBER Working Paper Series (18576).
http://papers.nber.org/papers/W18576?utm_campaign=ntw&utm_medium=email&utm_source=
ntw.

Croson, R. and U. Gneezy. 2009. "Gender Differences in Preferences." Journal of Economic
Literature 47:448-474. http://www.atypon-link.com/AEAP/doi/pdf/10.1257/jel.47.2.448
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Niederle, M. and L. Vesterlund. 2010. "Explaining the Gender Gap in Math Test Scores: The
Role of Competition.” Journal of Economic Perspectives 24:129-144.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/25703504.pdf

Education

* DiPrete, Thomas A and Claudia Buchmann. 2013. Pp. 1-15 of The Rise of Women: The
Growing Gender Gap in Education and What It Means for American Schools. New York:
Russell Sage Foundation.

Buchmann, Claudia, Thomas A. DiPrete, and Anne McDaniel. 2008. "Gender Inequalities in
Education.” Annual Review of Sociology 34:319-337.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev.soc.34.040507.134719

Fortin, Nicole M., Philip Oreopoulos, and Shelley Phipps.2013. "Leaving Boys Behind: Gender
Disparities in High Academic Achievement.” NBER Working Paper Series (19331).
http://papers.nber.org/papers/W19331?utm_campaign=ntw&utm_medium=email&utm_source=
ntw.

April 4: Race/ethnicity

Empirical Patterns

African Americans

* Bloome, Deirdre and Bruce Western. 2011. "Cohort Change and Racial Differences in
Educational and Income Mobility." Social Forces 90:375-395.
http://sf.oxfordjournals.org/content/90/2/375.abstract

Hertz, Tom. 2003. "Rags, Riches and Race: The Intergenerational Economic Mobility of Black
and White Families in the United States.” Pp. 165-191 in Unequal Chances: Family Background
and Economic Success, edited by S. Bowles, H. Gintis, and M. Osborne. New York: Russell
Sage.

Maralani, Vida. 2013. "The Demography of Social Mobility: Black-White Differences in the
Process of Educational Reproduction.” American Journal of Sociology 118:1509-1558.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/670719

Yamaguchi, Kazuo. 2009. "Black—white differences in social mobility in the past 30 years: A
latent-class regression analysis.” Research in Social Stratification and Mobility 27:65-78.
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S027656240900002X

Chay, Kenneth Y, Jonathan Guryan, and Bhashkar Mazumder.2009. "Birth Cohort and the
Black-White Achievement Gap: The Roles of Access and Health Soon After Birth." NBER
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Monk Jr., Ellis P. 2015. "The Cost of Color: Skin Color, Discrimination, and Health among
African-Americans." American Journal of Sociology 121:396-444.
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American Journal of Sociology 120:1005-1054.
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/pdfplus/10.1086/681072
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* Tienda, Marta and Faith Mitchell. 2006. "Introduction: E Pluribus Plures or E Pluribus
Unum?" Pp. 1-15 in Hispancs and the Future of America, edited by M. Tienda and F. Mitchell.
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